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Biological diversity or Biodiversity — the variety of life on our planet - is truly amazing. From dazzling rainbow-colored
corals to majestic lions roaming the savannah. Magnificent mountain gorillas grooming their young in forests shrouded in
mist and hanging moss. Eagles soaring in the blue skies above a golden cornfield, white Bengal tigers surveying their
domain. The sight of a butterfly sipping nectar from a flower isa constant reminder of the crucial and beautiful relationship
between floraand fauna. A rotting tree-trunk in the forest, hosting an extended family of organisms from microbes to
mammals. Worms and microbes feeding on waste and turning it to nutrients for crops and trees and flowers. Forests, oceans
and wetlands absorb green house gasses and help keep the Earth cool and livable. Exotic orchids blooming near tree trunks
and branches, spiders weaving their finest silks ... all contributing to the worldwide web of lifein perfect unison. These are
the foundations of life on earth, including our health and happiness.

We need on all these wonderful species to meet our basic needs: they provide clean water, clean air, food, clothes, and the
list goes on. But, we have been using them carelessly and in fact we are causing extinctions faster than at any other period in
history since the days of dinosaurs. This carel essness cannot continue.

The good news is that many groups, including governments, indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations, children
and youth, are working for biodiversity. Many of their activities are based on and help put into practice the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD). The CBD is a pact among the vast mgjority of the world's governments (191 of them) to make
sure that as the world continues to develop, the diverse biological resources we need to sustain life on Earth are not used up.
The three goals of the Convention are: the preservation of biological diversity; the sustainable use of its components; the fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits from the use of genetic resources.

In 2002, the Parties (the 191 governments) adopted a Strategic Plan, with the mission "to achieve, by 2010, a significant
reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level, as a contribution to poverty
alleviation and to the benefit of al life on Earth”. Thisiswhat we call the 2010 Biodiversity Target. All have been working
hard to achieve this target.

In May 2008, at the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP9), 5,000 participants endorsed the offer
of Japan to host the next Conference of the Parties, COP10 in Nagoya and the Nagoya Biodiversity Summit in October 2010.
In the same week, the G8 ministers of the environment met and adopted The Kobe Call for Action for Biodiversity —amajor
contribution to achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target and the related Millennium Development Goals. Japan has much to
contribute.

In fact, the year 2010 will be historic in many ways. It will be the International Y ear of Biodiversity. It is also the deadline
for adopting not only targets for the reduction of the rate of biodiversity loss beyond 2010 but also alandmark year in setting
an international regime on the access to genetic resources and the fair sharing of the benefits. Just to mention afew of the
goals we have set!

Thereis much to do now in the lead up to 2010. And indeed there is much for you to do as today’ s youth and tomorrow’s
leaders. Last May the children and youth of the world presented their declaration on biodiversity at the Conference of the
Partiesin Bonn, Germany — a strong voice amidst all the adults. The Green Wave campaign was a so launched. Through the
campaign, all the world’ s schools are invited to plant atree in or near their school at 10 am. on the International Day for
Biological Diversity on 22 May every year. It isadouble gift for nature and for the young people of today and the educated
citizens of tomorrow. It was a great success in 2008 and we look forward to continued success. This campaign is but one
example of what you can do for biodiversity. The possibilities are endless.

| am very pleased that Japan offered to take such an important role on the year 2010 and providing leadership to the world. |
wish thank |UCN-Japan for preparing this booklet for youth and children to increase awareness on biodiversity and the CBD.
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